CITY  OF  LANCASTER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DEC., 

1942. 


Beeley  Bros.,  Lancaster. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 
AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  H  E  A  LT  H  COMMITTEE 


*e 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1942.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  the  subject  matter  is  greatly 
curtailed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  work  was  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Buchanan,  who  retired  on 
September  1st,  after  holding  the  post  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  twenty-nine  years. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HUGHES. 

t 

/ 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male  . 
Female 


BIRTH  RATE . 15-46 

...  392 
...  366 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male  ...  ...  ...  14 

Female  ...  ...  14 

l 


DEATH  'OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 
Male  ...  ...  ...  32 

Female  ...  ...  11 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE...  57 

DEATHS.  DEATH  RATE . ir6i 

Male  ...  ...  ...  285 
Female  .  ...  284 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

(1)  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  2 

DEATHS  FROM— 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ....  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  7 


Rate  per  1,000 
S  r^rns 


...  1-32 
...  2-64 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I'he  following  Table  gives  a  list  of  the  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis), 
during  the  year  : — 
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CHILDREN  IMMUNISED  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA, 

Pre-School  Children  ...  ...  655 
School  Children  ...  ...  ...  884 

TUBERCULOSIS, 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  new  cases 
and  mortality  during  1942  :  — 


Age 

Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Respi 

ratory 

Non-Re: 

spiratory 

Respi 

ratory 

Non-Re 

spiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

O-I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

1  5 

5-io 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

— 

I 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

I 

2 

— 

2 

I 

2 

— 

2 

20-25 

2 

I 

I 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

25~35 

— 

6 

— 

I 

2 

I 

— 

I 

35-45 

5 

4 

— 

I 

2 

I 

— 

— 

45-55  ~  • 

4 

1 

— 

I 

I 

3 

— 

I 

55-65 

3 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over... 

*1 

18 

17 

2 

9 

12 

8 

I 

4 

35 

II 

20 

5 

The  figures  shew  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

During  the  year,  two  non -residential  war  nurseries  were  opened  ; 
one  at  Willow  Lane  and  one  at  Ryelands  Park,  each  for  fifty-one 
children. 

These  have  become  increasingly  popular,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  (1943)  steps  are  being  taken  to  increase  the  accommodation. 
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MATERNITY  BED  SCHEME. 


Conditions  in  Lancaster  and  district  have  caused  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  women  seeking  confinement  at  the  Royal  Lancaster 
Infirmary. 

This  has  led  to  a  greatly  increased  strain  on  the  accommodation 
available. 

Number  of  patients  confined  in  hospital  or  institution...  254 
Number  of  patients  confined  at  home  ...  ...  ...  504 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


Number  who  attended 


Thurnham  House 
Ryelands 

for  the  first  time  Re-attendances 

235  368 

Il6  228 

Total 

603 

344 

CHILD  WELFARE 

CLINICS. 

0-12  months 

1-5 

years 

* 

First 

Re- 

First 

Re- 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Thurnham  House — 

Wednesday.. . 

176 

106 

7+* 

Thursday  . . . 

158 

5r  f4cx  -  • 

87 

78* 

Ryelands... 

196 

••• 

113 

127 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Routine  Visits. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  children  under  1  year  : 


First  Visits  ...  ...  ...  670 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ..  2973 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  children  1-5  years  . 6210 

Special  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

Ten  children  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1941.  Two  new 
cases  were  added  during  the  year,  giving  a  total  of  twelve  registered 
at  the  end  of  1942.  Sixty-five  visits  were  paid  during  the  year. 
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WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  premises  visited  during  the  year  was  3,348,  the 
number  of  nuisances  or  defects  discovered  535,  and  the  number  abated 
520. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-four  informal  notices  and  73  statutory 
notices  were  served.  In  addition,  250  visits  were  paid  to  shops. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Thirty-one  vans  of  furniture  of  in-going  tenants  of  Council 
houses  were  treated  with  HCN  gas  as  a  precautionary  measure.  Two 
Council  and  two  privately  owned  houses  were  subjected  to  HCN 
fumigation,  which  was  also  carried  out  at  one  Common  Lodging 
House  and  at  a  Ministry  of  Health  Hostel  for  evacuees,  adjoining. 
Nine  privately  owned  houses  were  fumigated  by  the  use  of  Zaldecide. 


/ 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Routine  inspection  of  meat  at  the  abattoir  continued  and  the 
following  amounts  were  condemned  :  — 


For  Tuberculosis . 

Tons 

30 

Cwts. 

5 

Qrs- 

1 

Lbs. 

4 

For  other  diseases  . 

18 

15 

3 

22 

49 

1 

0 

26 

Miscellaneous  foodstuffs  condemned 

• 

• 

Tinned  foods — Meat  ... 

Tons 

2 

Cwts. 

l5 

Qrs- 

0 

Lbs. 

x3 

Milk  ... 

O 

9 

2 

II 

Others... 

O 

1 1 

2 

21 

Other  foods  . 

II 

9 

3 

22 

15 

6 

1 

II 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928,  AND 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Samples  of  Milk  .  30 

Oatmeal  . .  4 

Lard  .  5 


Margarine  ...  n 

3  Samples  of  Milk  were  not  genuine. 
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MILK. 


Number  of  samples  submitted  for  biological  test  for  Tubercu¬ 
losis,  io. 

All  results  were  negative. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  routine  bacteriological  exam¬ 


ination,  15. 

Number  satisfactory .  10 

Number  unsatisfactory .  5 


PORT  HEALTH. 


There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  in  this  connection. 
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